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The interdependence of nations is greater
than ever because democracy, human rights,
market economics, and good governance are
ideas that are rapidly maturing throughout
the Americas. They form an enduring foun-
dation for sustainable and mutually beneficial
economic growth and development. A re-
newed partnership between nations of this
hemisphere will further these ideas, thus en-
suring lasting security for future generations.

The approval of the North American Free
Trade Agreement was an historic achieve-
ment and one that is crucial in this process.
Beginning with Canada and Mexico, it will
build a bridge of greater economic and politi-
cal cooperation. It will serve as the model
for our future relationships with the region.
It will advance the vision of a community of
nations committed to democracy, bound to-
gether by open markets and rising standards
of living and dedicated to the peaceful reso-
lution of disputes.

Over a century ago, representatives of the
nations of this hemisphere met in Washing-
ton to establish the International Union of
the American Republics. Accepting the te-
nets of democracy, peace, security, and pros-
perity, these member nations made a firm
commitment to mutual cooperation. The
Union’s successor, the Organization of Amer-
ican States (OAS), has furthered this commit-
ment. I applaud and encourage the activity
of the OAS in this pursuit to ensure that
worldwide changes create a hemisphere of
peace and prosperity.

We can take great pride in accomplish-
ments already achieved in the Americas. But
there is much work to be done. Later this
year, I will host a summit of the democrat-
ically elected leaders of our hemisphere. The
Summit of the Americas will have two broad
themes: democracy and good governance;
and trade expansion, investment, and sustain-
able development. The Summit will be an
historic opportunity for our nations to recog-
nize explicitly this convergence of democratic
and free market values and to chart a course
for the future.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States,
do hereby proclaim Thursday, April 14, 1994,

as ‘‘Pan American Day’’ and the week of April
10 through April 16, 1994, as ‘‘Pan American
Week.’’ I urge the Governors of the 50
States, the Governor of the Commonwealth
of Puerto Rico, and officials of other areas
under the flag of the United States of Amer-
ica to honor these observances with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighth day of April, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
four, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and eight-
eenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
2:39 p.m., April 11, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on April 9, and it was
published in the Federal Register on April 13.

The President’s Radio Address
April 9, 1994

Good morning. This past week, I traveled
across our country because I wanted the
American people to hear directly from me
about the progress we’re making on their be-
half and what we still have to do. Last month,
our Nation gained 456,000 new jobs, the
largest jump in 6 years. That brings the total
number of private sector jobs created in this
economy during our recovery to 2.3 million.
That’s twice as many new jobs in the past
14 months than we saw in the previous 4
years. I’m determined to keep building on
that strength. Our job is to fix the economy
and to give our people tools, like world-class
education and health care security, so that
they can compete and we can strengthen the
great American middle class as we move to-
ward the 21st century.

In my travels this week, people made it
clear to me they expect us here in Washing-
ton to take care of one job immediately: to
confront the crime and violence that are tear-
ing our communities apart. None of our ef-
forts to tackle other problems will work if
we fail to address the overwhelming force
of crime. It is reducing the sense of freedom
the American people have.
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If we can’t stop people from hurting one
another, we can never reduce the burden on
our health care system and the fact that we
have too much crime, too much violence, and
too many people showing up in our emer-
gency rooms. If we can’t make our class-
rooms safe, we can’t teach our children. If
we don’t replace drug money with good jobs
and a steady paycheck, our people will never
lose their fear and gain hope.

I’m convinced the American people want
a crime policy that works without gimmicks
and they want our leaders to make it possible
for them to take back their streets, their
homes, their schools, and their lives. That’s
why this week I ordered Attorney General
Janet Reno and the Housing and Urban De-
velopment Secretary, Henry Cisneros, to
promptly develop a policy allowing police to
sweep public housing so that criminals can-
not find shelter in the places they terrorize.

I took this action just hours after a Federal
district judge in Chicago declared the Chi-
cago Housing Authority’s search policy a vio-
lation of the fourth amendment to the Con-
stitution. We have to take some action to per-
mit appropriate law enforcement work to go
on in these projects. I have been in the Chi-
cago housing projects, and I know the dif-
ference between those that have been swept
free of illegal weapons and criminals and
those which have not. Just last weekend, 13
people died violently in Chicago, 3 of them
in the Robert Taylor Public Housing Project.

All Americans, rich and poor alike, deserve
leaders they can rely on to protect their safe-
ty. Congress will have a chance to provide
that kind of leadership when it comes back
into session this Tuesday. The crime bill will
be item number one on its agenda. Next
week, police officers, mayors, and other com-
munity leaders all across our America will
come here to Washington to and join me at
the White House to urge Congress to pass
the crime bill. For 6 long years, we’ve waited
for a comprehensive crime law. We shouldn’t
have to wait any longer.

The crime bill I have proposed to the Con-
gress is both tough and smart. Right now,
a small number of dangerous criminals com-
mit a large proportion of the violent crimes
because our system doesn’t put them away.
The crime bill sends a simple message:

‘‘Three strikes and you’re out.’’ Commit
three violent crimes, and you go to prison
for life. The crime bill will help States build
33,000 more prison cells, along with boot
camps for first-time offenders. It will help
us to lock the revolving door that swings too
freely on serious criminals and give young
people a chance to avoid a life of crime.

The bill also will help us put another
100,000 police officers on our streets. More
police in community policing settings means
not only that more criminals will be caught,
it means that there will be less crime. When
police walk the streets, know their neighbors,
win the respect of local young people, focus
on high crime areas, and work with parents
and business people, they can actually reduce
crime. I have seen it in city after city after
city.

Preventing violence from occurring in the
first place is also an important part of our
crime bill. It encourages young people to stay
off the streets, offering employment opportu-
nities, afterschool activities, and good role
models who teach strong values. These boot
camps and other similar operations will give
us a chance to send first-time offenders to
a disciplinary setting who might otherwise go
free. But they’ll also give these young people
a second chance to avoid a lifetime of trou-
ble, a chance to learn new discipline and how
to behave responsibly.

We’re doing more to make the schools safe
and to get hard-core drug users into the
treatment they need. But telling our kids to
say no to drugs is only half the battle. If we
want children to grow up to become law-
abiding members of society, we have to help
them find a place in tomorrow’s economy to
give them something to say yes to.

You and I both know Government can’t
do this job alone, nor should it. The most
law-abiding societies are not those with the
most jails. They’re the ones with good jobs,
strong families, and strong communities,
where the rights of the community are re-
spected, with strong values about helping,
not hurting, one’s neighbors. Let’s face it: In
a lot of places in this country, crime, drugs,
and violence now fill the spaces where work
and family and community used to be. So
the job of all Americans is urgent. That’s why
I’m calling on everyone in Washington to put
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their partisanship aside. The American peo-
ple don’t want politics or gimmicks, they
want us to do something that will work. Well,
this crime bill will work. Next week, it’s time
for Congress to be tough and smart by pass-
ing the crime bill when it comes back into
session. I hope you’ll do your part by asking
your Congressmen and Senators to see that
the crime bill becomes law.

Finally, let me say just a brief word about
a very tragic situation in the African nation
of Rwanda. I’m deeply concerned about the
continuing violence following the assassina-
tion of the President, the Prime Minister,
and other officials as well as some of our
United Nations peacekeepers. There are
about 250 Americans there. I’m very con-
cerned about their safety, and I want you to
know that we’re doing all we can to ensure
their safety. I ask you to join together this
morning in praying for their safety and for
a return to peace in Rwanda.

Thanks for your help, and thanks for listen-
ing.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House.

Remarks and an Exchange With
Reporters
April 10, 1993

Bosnia
The President. Today, while negotiations

were being held on a cease-fire in Bosnia,
the Serbs launched a new attack on Gorazde.
These attacks have resulted in heavy casual-
ties and have put United Nations personnel
there at risk.

UNPROFOR Commander General Rose
requested and received authorization from
U.N. civilian authorities to receive NATO
close air support. Under existing authority
and policy, NATO forces promptly re-
sponded. U.S. F–16 aircraft under NATO
command attacked at least one target identi-
fied by UNPROFOR. French aircraft under
NATO are now conducting a damage assess-
ment.

We have said we would act if we were re-
quested to do so. We have now done so and
we will do so again if we are requested. The
Serbs should cease their attacks on Gorazde

and should pull back. The talks on cessation
of hostilities in Bosnia should resume. We
were at quite an important point in these dis-
cussions when these attacks interrupted the
progress of the discussions. And I very much
hope that now the attacks will cease, that the
Serbs will pull back, that the talks will resume
on cessation of hostilities. I have a great deal
of confidence in General Rose’s determina-
tion. We strongly supported his decision, and
I applaud the rapid response of the U.N. ci-
vilian authorities.

Q. What about Serb retaliation, sir?
The President. Well, I have no reason to

believe there will be any. We were retaliat-
ing. We—the United Nations made it abso-
lutely clear that there were U.N. personnel
in Gorazde, that an attack on the town would
be interpreted as a clear violation of the
rules. And it happened anyway. General Rose
asked for the air support, and civilian authori-
ties approved it in a prompt fashion, and then
we supported it.

Q. After the bombing raid, we had reports
that there were antiaircraft missiles fired into
the suburbs. Do you know——

The President. I can’t—excuse me?
Q. ——at the houses.
The President. I can’t confirm that at this

time.
Q. Mr. President, did you know about the

bombing raid before it took place?
The President. We knew that General

Rose had asked for it before it took place,
yes. With only—it all happened in fairly rapid
succession. There was not a long time delay
now between when he asked for the support
from the civilian authorities and when they
gave it. But we’ve been keeping on top of
this, you know. I—on 2 successive days,
Thursday and Friday, I talked with the Sec-
retary of State, Secretary of Defense, and
National Security Adviser about this. I was
kept informed yesterday, and then we talked
again this morning. It became clear to me
that General Rose would probably ask. And
when he asked I was told, and we were told
as soon as Mr. Akashi approved it.

Bosnia and Rwanda
Q. So what do you think is going to happen

next, sir? Do you think this is the end of
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